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WATER FOR LIFE j 

! 

Canada is blessed with one fifth of the world's water 
supply, but most of us drink a chemical stew. Consider Lake 
Ontario. Four fifths of the water comes from the heavily 
polluted Niagara River, which absorbs the chemical wastes 
of 39 industrial plants in the USA and four U.S. chemical 
waste dumps (including the Lcve Canal sites) which leak into 
the Niagara. Eighty chemicals found in Lake Ontario include 
2.3,7,3-TGDD dioxin, one of the most dangerous chemical 
agents ever created. Over 800 industrial chemicals have 
already been identified in the Great Lakes ecosystem. No 
one knows how many of these chemicals we can safely 
drink; the results will show up in the health of our children 20 I 
or 30 years from now. 

!n many communities, the biggest known risk comes from | 
the chlorine which is added to our water supplies for j 
disinfection. A recent Health and Welfare study showed that ! 
more people die from stomach cancer in cities where higher ! 
chlorine doses have been used. Here are a few of the I 
specific examples of contamination discovered in Canada in ■ 
recent years: 



-in Windsor and Sarnia, a form of dioxin was found in the 
tap water. 

-high levels of dozens of cancer-causing chemicals were 
found in Edmonton's drinking water. 

-34 wells supplying 200 families in the community o' 
Fairvale, New Brunswick, were condemned when high 
concentrations of illegally dumped tetrachloroethtylene (a 
dry cleaning fluid) were found in them. 

-in Fredericton, New' Brunswick, a municipal well wa: 
closed in 1986 when percniorceihylene (a dry clean-.no 
solvent) was found to be above safe levels. 

The USA is in an even worse situation. In Arizona, fc 
instance, uranium mining has made the water unfit for am. 
living thing and the water table has sunk twelve feet. Thk 
situation has given nse to various plans to send what clea ■ 
water remains in Canada to the USA, including a serious 
proposal to build a 100-mile dam across the mouth of Jame 
Bay. 

The controversial Reagan-Mulroney free trade pact wouF 
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give the USA unlimited access to Canada's water. So far, 
opponents of the pact have relied on somewhat dubious 
nationalistic arguments to turn public opinion against it. A 
more convincing case against the pact could be made by 
exploring the effect it is likely to have on the continent's 
ecology. Access to Canada's national resources will 
encourage the USA to continue its present exploitive 
policies until it has destroyed our resources along with its 
own. Native communities are often severely affected as 
most industrial mega-projects are planned on Native 
traditional lands. The anarchist community should inject 
ecological arguments into this debate, insisting as a 
minimum demand that any access to our water and other 
resources be conditional on as serious commitment to 
conservationist policies on both sides of the border. 



A THREATENED AMAZON 

Thirty per cent of the original Amazon rainforest was 
destroyed in a ten-year period starting in 1976, and 
environmentalists forecast that the entire area will be 
Destroyed by 2000 if present trends continue. The area of 
concern is the Amazon River watershed, which spans nine 
national borders—Brazil, Surinam, Ecuador, Columbia, 
Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Venezuela and Paraguay. Assisted by 
the CIA, most of these countries have consolidated 
industrial and military power into military dictatorships which 
encourage American, Japanese and European businss to 
move in by promising massive tax subsidies. Logging and 
mining operations, plus the seventy massive hydro-electric 
power plants and dams now planned at a construction rate of 
one a year, have destroyed the area's ecology and 
obliterated many species of plants and animals. These 
countries owe enormous debts to world monetary 
institutions, which demand open access to resource 
exploitation by the very corporations they fund. 

The 300 indigenous tribes of the Amazon are distinct 
ethnic groups, similar in many ways yet still with their own 
langauges and traditions. To prevent them from resisting the 
destruction of their nomadic livelihood, the governments 
have created "National Security Zones" around lands turned 
over to the corporations, in order to force removal of the 
original peoples. Those . who resist are jailed or 
exterminated. 

If the Amazon forests are destroyed, the planet will lose 
half its source of Oxygen. The denuded area may become 
desert, as did the Sahara when its trees were cut down in the 
days of the Roman Empire, with drastic effects on the 


WHAT IS DIRECT ACTION? 

It is self-directed activity growing out of the desires 
and needs of people to express themselves beyond official 
channels. It can either be spontaneous or an outgrowth of a 
theoretical or philosophical motivation. What is crucial is 
that it emanates from the people who are committing 
whatever action is undertaken, and that all participants are 
involved in the decision-making process. If the decisions 
are made by a few leaders, we have directed action rather 
than direct action. Directed action can sometimes be more 
efficiently organized than direct action, but as anarchists 
we are committed to searching for methods of struggle that 
allow for the most egalitarian participation possible. The end 
does not justify the means, but rather is the means by which 
we achieve it. The immediate inefficiencies and 
cumbersome methods of participatory democracy are 
preferable to authoritarian leadership any day. Anarchism is 
a process of learning how to become efficient and effective 
with egalitarian methods. 


THREATENS US ALL 

world’s climate (including melting of the polar ice cap and 
flooding of coastal areas throughout the planet.) An 
international solidarity campaign with the indigenous nations 
of the Amazon must be built and sustained, not only for the 
protection of the people in the Amazon but for the entire 
global environment. 

for further reading: article by Jill Bend in Kinesis, October 
1987 














EL SALVADOR 


Under the Reagan administration more than 3000 tons of 
bombs have been dropped on El Salvador, resulting in 
thousands of civilian casualties. Incendiary bombs such as 
napalm and white phosphorous are being used, as they were 
in Vietnam, in tandem with scorched earth military 
campaigns in an effort to depopulate areas where civilian 
support f or the FMLN/FDR is strong. Civilians are forcib }y 
relocated in areas under control of the military. The war has 
become completely managed and directed by the U.S. 
government, not the Salvadoran military. In the last seven 
years it has killed 62,000 civilians and displaced 1.5 million 
as refugees out of a total population of 4.5 million. In 1986, 
government forces murdered 1,837 civilians and caused 
another 1,182 to disappear. 

The USA spends two million tax dollars per day on this 
war, and Canada has contributed by sending $8.9 million 
"bilateral aid" to support the death squads and aerial 
bombings. As long as Canada continues this blind support 
of U.S. foreign policy its call for a negotiated settlement in El 
Salvador remains blatant hypocrisy. 



INTERNATIONAL 


TURKEY-A story in Utne Reader #24, 
headlined "U.S. Ignores Repression in Turkey,” 
suggests that if Americans knew about the 
thousands of people jailed and tortured in 
Turkey they wouldn’t have supplied it with $615 
million in military aid in 1986. Far from ignoring 
the repression and torture, the USA has gone to 
great lengths to bring it about and make sure it 
continues. m The CIA masterminded military coups 
in 1971 and again in 1980, and by 1982 there 
were 24,000 political prisoners. Anyone wishing 
to protest Turkish prison atrocities should phone 
the Turkish embassy in Ottawa, 613-232-1577. 
(details in Nation 26-11-83 and CounterSpy v.4 
#s 2, 3; v.5 #3, v.6 #2.) 

USA: The USA plans to burn half its waste by 2000, 
although burning metals creates hazardous emissions and I 
burning plastic produces hydrogen chloride which j 
contributes to acid rain, ozone depletion and the formation of j 
dioxins and furans. In Maine a state recycling law was , 
defeated to ensure enough garbage to make incineration 1 
economically viable. (Utne Reader #14 
pp 12-13, 24-5.) 

FINLAND: In a move reminiscent of Lysistrata and her | 
followers, over 4,000 women of child-bearing age are now ; 
refusing to have children until the government promises to i 


close down the Finnish nuclear power stations wb - - 
produce 40% of the country’s electricity by 1990. 7 - 

initiative comes from university students tired of having 
security...decided by middle-aged men." (Outwrite #50 j 

MOZAMBIQUE: Some four million people here are 
risk of starvation, largely because of disruptions due to rv- 
contra war sponsored by Pretoria and Washington. {(Out 
Linev.2 n.2) 

BRAZIL: Since April, 400 small unidentified whales ha\v 
beached themselves and died on the coast of northe 
Brazil, joining thousands of cetaceans who have beacr 
themselves throughout the world in recent years. The cat 1 ^ - 
is unknown, but environmentalists suspect a kind 
collective suicide. (Earth First v.7 n.6) 

INDIA: Chipko, an environmental movement originatino 
the villages, has slowed down deforestation in various pa 
of the country, i.e. winning a 15-year logging ban in 
Himalayan forest. Rooted in Gandhi’s nonviolent protes* 
has organized in every state in India since 1983. Tac: 
include protest marches of hundreds of miles, throwing ar 
around trees to keep them from being felled and promot 
ecological songs and poems. (Utne Reader #14.) 

(Conlinued Over) 





BELIZE: A U.S. consortium whose largest partner is 
Coca-Cola has acquired nearly 700,000 acres of largely 
untouched rainforest here, an eighth of the country's land 
surface, and plans immediate clearing of 30,000 acres for 
citrus plantations, timber burning and extraction, and cattle 
ranching. It is ignoring government regulations requiring 
advance submissions of development plans. (Overthrow v.9 
#1.) Those concerned are asked to boycott Coke and its 
subsidiary Minute Maid Orange Juice. I 

i 

CANADA-The homicide rate here dropped 19.9% in ! 
1986, the largest drop in over 24 years. (John Howard i 
Society of Ontario Reform Bulletin.) 

j 

CENTRAL AMERICA-Tne next time you're eating a 
macdeathburger, bear in mind that if the beef came from 
Central America an average four-ounce hamburger 
represents a loss of tropical forest equal to the area of a 
small kitchen, about five square meters or 55 square feet, i 
(On the basis of each cow using an acre of pasture for 8 j 
years and producing 800 hamburgers.) The same amount of i 
land would support one half ton of tropical plants and 
animals. (Toronto Star 10-10-87 pM2.) Or, if the land had 
already been cleared, it would have helped support the 
peasants thrown off it in order to convert it to export 
production. 


THAILAND-Women textile workers continue 11-month i 
strike against low wages and arbitrary dismissal; supporters j 
asked to boycott Adidas and Puma products. 



NUCLEAR COMPANIES NOT RESPONSIBLE ? 


In tha event of a nuclear accident, the | 
companies responsible are guaranteed absolute 
protection from the claims of victims under the I 
Nuclear Liability Act. The Act also limits the 
financial liability of such nuclear plant operators as 
Ontario Hydro to a fraction of the damage a 
serious accident would create. Protected thusly, 
industrial corporations involved in the nuclear 
power industry can, according to the Vancouver 
Sun 20-1-87, "lie, cheat, steal, fabricate safety 
documents and engineering specifications, and 
knowingly sell faulty products to unsuspecting 
utilities without facing any , civil liability." 
Meanwhile, each Ontario household In shelling \ 
out over $3,000 to build the world's largest ' 
nuclear power plant at Darlington, which will j 
create 25,000 tons of radioactive waste. This I 
works out to almost $120 million for each job the j 
project has created. 



INDIAN LAND 
WITHIN THE 
UNITED 
STATES 

In 1492, 541 Indian 

nations - approximately 10 
million people - lived in 
what is now the United 
States. The U.S. 
government ratified 371 
treaties with these Indian 
nations between 1776 and 
1871. Chief Red Cloud of 
the Lakota said: " They 
made many promises 
to us, but they only 
kept one: they 

promised to take our 
land, and they took 
it.” The modern 
American Indian 
Movement has sought to 
restore the Indian land 
base by demanding that 
the United States honour 
its treaty obligations with 
the Indian nations. 


Toronto Free University 

By learning and bartering the skills, needed to sustain us. 
we can decrease our economic dependence on tha capitalist 
system and increase our ability to resist the military state by 
engaging in untraceable (hence untaxabie) transactions. 
The Toronto Free University is experimenting with various 
ways of encouraging this process to evolve. It is sponsoring 
a barter system which, unlike certain other systems, values 
each person’s work equally and awards one credit for each 
hour of work done. In October, the Free University 
sponsored what we hope will be the first in a series of 
Learning Fairs, with demonstrations in a variety of subjects 
including holistic health, vegetarian cooking, carpentry•, 
beadwork and acquring good clothes cheaply. In coming 
months a series of discussions and skill demonstrations will 
occur. Information 416-964-2385orc.o. Ecomedia. 
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